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I'm now all on the strain with desire to stop journalism and get on
.to To the Lighthouse. Thisis going to be fairly short; to have father’s
character done complete in it; and mother’s; and St. Ives; and child-
hood; and all the usual things I try to put in—life, death, etc. But
the centre is father’s character, sitting in a boat, reciting We perished,
each alone, while he crushes a dying mackerel. However, I must re-

frain. (1
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‘YES, of course, if it’s fine tomorrow, said Mrs Ramsay. ‘But you'll
have to be up with the lark,” she added.

To her son these words conveyed an extraordinary joy, as if it were
settled the expedition were bound to take place, and the wonder to
which he had looked forward, for years and years it seemed, was, after

a night’s darkness and a day’s sail, within touch. (5)

FEPEVATICE - THENEREE ) LKA EALBES 2 b
STl T AOELRTH Y, 724 2B (AR bIER] LV I
ro i L, [—HOM] #rd, REFLINTOEE) XK
BT AEITENERIHER Lo & Y IZBbn T James (ZEKEISE D, T
VLA LT =34 « 7Y F e k=Y BEIEDOH S 07 OFOHRE
oy [BUICSHELNT] RABDE Tz TO &) HHELEV 25
PRI ENTEL Y. b LIEGESS S LTI, BEZOYROLITHER
BrBSTISETERONTHS Jo ENEFICLIORFELZH ATV 2 TOW

— 27 —



oI bAEO R TH 5 Ramsay K Th - 7= HITE D, [722, W
BiRXUI3 w2 F W& ] & ZHFEEIL Ramsay RADSH 2 FHEIIHFET
B2LOTHY, iy James (& > TIFSICHEROBERTH Y, FELEK
BT HLEBRICEr bl

i mniby, [BRELT, ZWML LD ELAVELW] HiEE2i- T
W3 James o h Tl Y [AEHOMICAREHITTC, OB TTIHLTCLE
I &I TRy, KREERDY, TrLboREVRH-5, ZThEOPATH
Ehrblngn] LRI OEMARTH -2 ). 22 Ramsay RIZ & - Tid,
CORFIRLTEZEL HSHEAOTRRLT, HORBIZL 24215, Th
B LAFEOTHLOTHY, RLTEEOZIET A L0 T 2720
THhbo COFFELTEBOTH L Lo AHORELIIROWE LOTH
%o

What he said was true. It was always true. He was incapable of
untruth ; never tampered with a fact; never altered a disagreeable word
to suit the pleasure or convenience of any mortal being, least of all of
his own children, who, sprung from his loins, should be aware from
childhood that life is difficult; facts uncompromising; and the passage
to that fabled land where our brightest hopes are extinguished, our
frail barks founder in darkness..., one that needs, above all, courage,

truth, and the power to endure. (6)
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Such were the extremes of emotion that Mr Ramsay excited in his
children’s breasts by his mere presence; standing, as now, lean as a
knife, narrow as the blade of one, grinning sarcastically, not only with
the pleasure of disillusioning his- son and casting ridicule upon his wife,
who was ten thousand times better in every way than he was (James
thought), but also with some secret conceit at his own accuracy of

judgement. (6)

FENAFOILEEOEIIZA LY, TLEAT James pHSIIHLTE
DY) LEEEFLE) Y, Ramsay RIZE > ToEFEE, [FLHEHEICS
PNTVBET ) OBBO L) L0 TH Y, &AL TAIFFEL I
ATOBTAT 7y bk L0 Th B0, 32 o—LF—F.
FHEICOHALOIZLEA D [3A0EHIRSHET 52 1 ity - THE
TERHEFRELRLRODTHY, MALEEEITHIELLRLOTH
570 TNULOAEIIWTIEX LbNAVDTH - 120 FONEE LIz -
T, [EHoXIBoOnEZREZENT 200 LWVERBOBKE] o & 12l

— 29



WTHdo ZOEEFEDFEL LTRSS T TIEFETEEZDE, TAT7 7%
v F2BXFEDNI QI TTHY, £ LTIRICEETEFIZVIESOF
FEOTRERE S, RITEEBICEVWRINTOBEDE 5 70

Feelings that would not have disgraced a leader who, now that the
snow has begun to fall and the mountain-top is covered in mist, knows
that he must lay himself down and die before morning comes, stole
upon him, paling the colour of his eyes, giving him, even in the two

" minutes of his turn on the terrace, the bleached look of withered old
age. Yet he would not die lying down; he would find some crag of
rock, and there, his eyes fixed on the storm, trying to the end to pierce

the darkness, he would die standing. He would never reach R. (41)
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She was silent always. She knew then—she knew without having
learnt. Her simplicity fathomed what clever people falsified. Her
singleness of mind made her drop plumb like a stone, alight exact as
a bird, gave her, naturally, this swoop and fall of the spirit upon truth

which delighted, eased, sustained—falsely perhaps. (34)
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...she laughed, she gesticulated, till Lily thought, How childlike, how
absurd she was, sitting up there with all her beauty opened again in
her, talking about the skins of vegetables. There was something fright-
ening about her. She was irresistible. Always she got her own way

in the end, Lily thought. (116)
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She would have liked always to have had a baby. She was happiest
carrying one in her arms. Then people might say she was tyrannical,

domineering, masterful, if they chose; she did not mind. (68)
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Indeed he seemed to her sometimes made differently from other people,
born blind, deaf, and dumb, to the ordinary things, but to the extra-
ordinary things, with an eye like an eagle’s. His understanding often

astonished her. (81)
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Standing between her knees, very stiff, James felt all her strength
flaring up to be drunk and quenched by the beak of brass, the arid
— 34 —



scimitar of the male, which smote mercilessly, again and again, demand-

ing sympathy. (44~45)
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Immediately, Mrs Ramsay seemed to fold herself together, one petal
closed in another, and the whole fabric fell in exhaustion upon itself,
so that she had only strength enough to move her finger, in exquisite
abandonment to exhaustion, across the page of  Grimm’s fairy story,
while there throbbed through her, like the pulse in a spring which
has expanded to its full width and now gently ceases to beat, the

rapture of successful creation. (45~46)
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‘Yes, you were right. It's going to be wet tomorrow.” She had not
said it, but he knew it. And she looked at him smiling. For she had

triumphed again. (142)
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Raising her eyebrows at the discrepancy ... Nothing seemed to have
merged. They all sat separate. And the whole of the effort of merg-
ing and flowing and creating rested on her. Again she felt, as a fact

without hosterity, the sterility of men, ... (96)
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...for the night was now shut off by panes of glass, which, far from
giving any accurate view of the outside world, rippled it so strangely
that here, inside the room, seemed to be order and dry land; there,
outside, a reflection in which things wavered and vanished, waterily.

...and they were all conscious of making a party together in a hollow,
on a island; had their common cause against that fluidity out there.

(112)
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Of such moments, she thought, the thing is made that remains for

ever after. This would remain. (121)
ZLTEE, BONOERDIHEL TRO L IIZEIDE S 720

They would, she thought, going on again, however long they lived,
come back to this night; this moon; this wind; this house; and to

her too. (130)
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Slowly and painfully, with broom and pail, mopping, scouring, Mrs
McNab, Mrs Bast stayed the corruption and the rot; rescued from the

pool of Time that was fast closing over them now a basin, now a
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cupboard ; fetched up from oblivion all the Waverley novels and a tea-
set one morning ; in the afternoon restored to sun and air a brass
fender and a set of steel fire-irons. George, Mrs Bast’s son, caught

the rats, and cut the grass. (159)
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Mr Ramsay sighed to the full. He waited. Was she not going to
say anything? Did she not see what he wanted from her? Then he
said he had a particular reason for wanting to go to the Lighthouse.
... He sighed profoundly. He sighed significantly. All Lily wished
was that this enormous flood of grief, this insatiable hunger for sym-
pathy, this demand that she should surrender herself up to him
entirely, and even so he had sorrows enough to keep her supplied for
ever, should leave her, should be diverted... before it swept her down

in its flow. (172)
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He thought, women are always like that; the vagueness of their minds
is hopeless; it was a thing he had never been able to understand ; but
so it was. It had been so with her—his wife. They could not keep
anything clearly fixed in their minds. But he liad been wrong to be
angry with her; moreover, did he not rather like this vagueness in



women? It was part of their extraordinary charm. (190)
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One wanted, she thought, dipping her brush deliberately, to be on a
level with ordinary experience, to feel simply that’s a chair, that’s a

table, and yet at the same time, It’s a miracle, it’s an ecstasy. (229)
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Some collaboration has to take place in the mind between the woman
and the man before the art of creation can be accomplished. Some

marriage of opposites has to be consummated.®

>3 Y Virginia Woolf ¢»F 9 androgynous 7 REE® = 2 Lily oske 3 [E
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Ah, but she was relieved. Whatever she had wanted to give him.

when he left her that morning, she had given him at last. (236)
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Qnickly as if she were recalled by something over there, she turned
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to her canvas. There it was—her picture...With a sudden intensity,
as if she saw it clear for a second she drew a line there, in the centre.
It was done; it was finished. Yes, she thought, laying down her

brush in extreme fatigue, I have had my vision. (237)
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...that razor edge of balance between two opposite forces; Mr Ramsay

and the picture;... (219)
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There is obviously a more than casual similarity betwenn Mr Paunceforte

and the Edwardian novelists, and between Lily and the Georgians.(6) -
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I used to think of him and mother daily ; but writing the Lighthouse

laid them in my mind. And he comes back sometimes, but differently.(D
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