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Toward the Extension of Analytical Frames
for Environmental Justice:
A Theoretical Attempt of a Triadic Model for Mobilization,
Institutionalization, and Problematization

Ryoichi TERADA

ABSTRACT

Environmental justice (EJ), in a nutshell, implies the fact that environmental burdens tend to
be disproportionately allocated reflecting various socio-economic disparity between societal units.
Accordingly, it is applicable to wide range of environmental inequality in the world. However,
when EJ is addressed for the issues with quite different social background, EJ as an analytical
concept as well as movement rhetoric for mobilization might lose its accuracy and even
effectiveness. In order to arrange and classify variety of EJ patterns and concepts, it would be
necessary to articulate them into meaningful processes so that we can utilize them as effective
analytical tools as well as tools for better understanding of globally extended EJ movements.

This triadic cyclic model leads us to analyze formation and effects of EJ movements as three-
fold processes. Namely, firstly, the “problem construction” process, a process between the phase 1,
“political and socio-cultural background” and the phase 2, “rhetoric for mobilization toward EJ”,
secondly, the “institutionalization™ or policy-making process between the phase 2, “rhetoric for
mobilization toward EJ” and the phase 3, “characterization of environmental issues”, and finally,
the “recognition of reality” process between the phase 3, “characterization of environmental issues”
and the phase 1, “political and socio-cultural background”.

This comprehensive model for diverse EJ movements enables environmental sociologists to
articulate three aspects of environmental injustice situations. The first is the manner in which
objective disproportionate distribution of environmental “bads” is transformed into shared
subjective recognition of socially problematic and unjust situation that must be rectified. This

aspect would be appropriate for constructionist approaches.

Keywords: environmental justice, mobilization, institutionalization



