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Multifaceted research approach to the so-called “German Emperor’s
Philanthropic Monument’’ on Miyako Island: Based on research results
of the local history of Miyako and German colonial history.

Tomoki TSUJI

Abstract

This review focuses on the so-called “German Emperor’s Philanthropic Monument’ built in 1876 on the
island of Miyako in Okinawa Prefecture from a variety of points of view such as research results of local
history and German colonial history. A number of histories relate the grounding of the German ship “R.J.
Robertson’’, commanded by Captain Eduard Hernsheim, on the coral reef of the island in 1873, and the subse-
quent rescue of the shipwrecked crew by islanders. Until now, these have developed various discourses which
in part disagree with the real facts, but form the basis of the island’s identity as the ‘“Philanthropic Island”.
The review presents significant results in four main research fields related to this theme developed over differ-
ent historical periods. It also introduces possibilities for new approaches and cooperation, citing new materials
such as the “Trautz Collection” of Bonn University which enables us to discover details about the 60th
Anniversary of the above Monument in 1936 from the German point of view.
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